HORTONVILLE AREA GRANTS FOR EXCELLENCE FUND
Guidelines
Program Description
The Grants for Excellence Fund allows you to apply for outside funding for a specific classroom project that will nourish students’ curiosity and motivation to learn. Its purpose is to encourage and reward imaginative teaching that will directly benefit the students.

Eligibility

Any teacher employed by the Hortonville Area School District is eligible to apply for a grant. Application forms and grant guidelines for the program are available on the District website or by: calling Mary Snyder, 779-7900, extension 16112, email marysnyder@hasd.org or at the Superintendent’s office.
Grants may range up to $5,000. Grant awards can be used for special materials, expert services or whatever the project requires except salaries of school district personnel or transportation outside of the local community. Please do not include desktop, laptop, or handheld computers in your proposals due to additional cost of support, related network expenses, and replacement costs. Feel free to consult with IT staff to determine specifications for district supported equipment (i.e., make/model of digital camera, document camera, voice recorder, etc.). Purchases must be specifically for the project.

Each teacher may submit as many proposals as desired. However, only one grant will be awarded to each teacher per school year.

Application Procedures



Deadline extended to October 18th 
Proposals for each school year must be received by third Friday in September at 4:00 p.m. of the prior school year. Each application requires the signature of the building principal of the teacher applying for the grant, not as a requirement for approval, but to indicate his or her awareness of the grant application. If an application involves a teacher who has classes in more than one building, it should be signed by the principal of the lead school for the project. The lead school will be the recipient and the administrator of the grant funds.

Once submitted, the application is reviewed by the Grant Review Team.  While applications are under review and consideration, you may be contacted to clarify or expand on the project description in the application.

Evaluation of Applications

Applications which propose improved methods and activities for teaching basic curriculum, which will make the teacher/learning process more effective, and which involve students to the greatest extent possible are encouraged.

Since it is anticipated that grant requests will exceed funds available, grants will be awarded on a competitive basis. Some of the questions we will seek to understand about each proposal will include:
1.
Does the project successfully target 21st Century Student Outcomes?

2.
Will it be likely to achieve one or more of the following:
· 21st Century students’ skills?
· lead to improvements in academic skills of students?
· broaden and enrich the experience of students?
· help students to develop a sense of pride in themselves, their schools, and/or their community?
· implement new approaches to teaching that ignite students’ interest
· serve as a model for other teacher in the system?
3.
Will the project enhance the existing school program by stimulating students in one or more of the following areas: academic, attitudinal, participative, vocational, behavioral?

4.
Does the project supplement, rather than supplant, existing school funding?
5.
Is the project possible to implement as proposed?
6.
Does the project enhance or extend rigor, relevance or relationships?
Notification and Payment
The District Administrator will notify grant recipients directly with an information copy to the principal involved. In the case of teams or groups applying, there must be one person identified with the project whose school will directly handle the payment process. 

Because grant requests always exceed available funds, a proposal that is denied for funding should not be considered a negative reflection on the applicant.

Project Changes During Grant Period
It is expected that the project will be carried out as described in the grant application and completed by the following June. Any significant change in the project, including leadership (such as a change in assignment for the teacher), objectives, or the participating students, from the description in the application must have prior written approval from the District Administrator. If the sponsoring teacher is unable to complete the project, the responsibility for informing the District Administrator becomes that of the building principal. 

Reporting
When a grant is made, the recipient will receive a form for the final report and record of expenditures. These forms, together with receipts for all expenditures, must be submitted to the Business Office at the completion of the project or by June 1st.   Any materials purchased with grant awards are under control of the teacher or group receiving the grant, but become the property of the Hortonville Area School District at the conclusion of the project.

Grants for Excellence, we expect, will provide an opportunity for added learning incentives that also unlock the creative energy and enthusiasm which exists in the classrooms of your district. Through this supplemental funding program we hope to enhance the excitement of learning in some of the classrooms of the Hortonville Area School District.

For further information, feel free to call or write to:



Heidi Schmidt, Superintendent



920-779-7900, extension 16111


heidischmidt@hasd.org  

