
Ancient Rome Notes for Test 

1.  Describe how the government of Rome changed over time—include the impact of 

government on daily lives of the people. 

Rome began as a city-state on the Tiber River in Italy ruled by 

Etruscan kings. In 509 BC, the Romans drove out their last king, 

Tarquin the Proud. Rome then became a republic. 

The republic was run by the Senate.  The senate passed all laws and 

collected all taxes.   

The Consuls controlled the legions of Rome.  A senator was selected by 

the Consuls and remained a senator for life.   

There was a second part of Roman government, the assembly.  The 

assembly was elected by Romans from the plebeian class. The gap 

between rich and poor widened as wealthy landowners drove small 

farmers from public land. Different army generals and governors 

disagreed with each other.  Civil Wars were fought over power.   

 Then, in 45 BC Julius Caesar took over the Roman Republic and made 

himself the supreme dictator. This was the end of the republic. A few 

years later, in 27 BC, Caesar Augustus became the first Roman 

Emperor and this was the start of the Roman Empire. Much of the 

lower level government stayed the same, but now the Emperor had 

supreme power. 

As the Roman Empire grew it became more and more difficult to 

manage from the city of Rome. Taxes were raised. Eventually the 

Roman leaders decided to split Rome into two empires. One was the 

Western Roman Empire and was ruled out of the city of Rome. The 

other was the Eastern Roman Empire and was ruled out of 

Constantinople (today's Istanbul in Turkey). The Eastern Roman Empire 

would become known as Byzantium or the Byzantine Empire. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/romans/city_of_rome/glossary/index.shtml
http://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages_byzantine_empire.php


2.  Explain how the accomplishments in culture, technological advancements, and 

education in Ancient Rome have made an impact on modern life. 

 Art: is still seen today including: lifelike statues, mosaics (in restaurants, etc), 

frescoes, blown glass into molds, gem cutting, metalworking, and cameos 

 Architectural & Engineering achievements: roads, bridges, aqueducts, stadiums, 

arches, domes, and vaulted roofs in buildings; use of cement, thermal baths, central 

heating, heated floors; water powered factory; overshot water wheel to grind grain 

 Urban planning: sources of water, waste removal (sewer)  

 Language: Latin alphabet, Roman numerals (clocks, Super Bowls, etc), Romance 

languages (French, Spanish, Italian, Romanian), and Latin roots 

 Philosophy and Law: Constitution based on some Roman ideas, basic human rights, 

have a good character, Corpus Juris (includes the idea of innocence until proven 

guilty) 

 Spread of Christianity 

 Government: Our Senate is based on Ancient Rome’s, idea of a veto (meaning “I 

reject”, civil law (idea of uniform punishment), 

 Mass entertainment: theaters, coliseums, 

 Julian Calendar: leap day added every four years 

 Bound books 

 Government programs for the poor: price controlled goods, public health programs, 

and a program known as “alimenta” to help feed, clothe and educate orphans and 

poor children 

 Medicine: battlefield surgery and treatment (tourniquets), idea of disinfecting 

instruments in hot water before using 

 Public posted notices like early newspapers: Acta Diurna, or “daily acts,” these early 

newspapers were written on metal or stone and then posted in heavily trafficked 

areas like the Roman Forum 


