
The Art of Public Performance 
 

 

Overview 

A musician must understand every aspect of a great performance. This assignment will take you 

through various stages of rehearsal, music selection, building a repertoire, preparing for a concert, 

designing a program, advertising, performing, and recording.  

 

Rehearsal 

As a group, you will be given several short selections to choose from, and determine the order in 

which you will practice.  Distribute the parts based on abilities and desire.  One student will need to act 

as the director (with their instrument) to start the group, show tempo changes, and provide a visual cut 

off.  

Silently study your part for a predetermined amount of time, without playing it on your 

instrument. Discuss the selection and determine what you will need to be aware of prior to sight 

reading.  (Example… key changes, time changes, tempo changes, repeats, phrasing, breathe marks, 

balance, etc…)  Play through the selection and perform to the best of your ability.   

 Are all the parts written properly? 

 Is everyone playing their part properly? (notes and rhythms) 

 Is everyone following the dynamics and articulations? (tight playing) 

 Is everyone being heard equally?  (proper balance) 

How can we make it better? Who needs to practice what? 

 

-Repeat the process with another selection and change who will direct. 

Music should start off simple and can become more difficult as the group/individuals progress. Search 

for additional selections based on the group’s abilities, desires, and upcoming venues.  

 

-The students will then make the required changes and play through the difficult sections. 

Individual practice may need to be assigned depending on the difficulty of the selections. 

-Find similar music on YouTube, ITunes, etc… for tips and ideas. 

 

Performances Preparation 

 Explore performance venues, set up performances, coordinate schedules.  

 Determine a name for your ensemble. 

 Advertise your group’s upcoming performance. Let the public know you will be 

performing. 

 Determine order of the music. Make and print programs for the audience. 

 Write program notes. Who will say what prior to each selection? 

 Coordinate what you will be wearing. 

 Will you be getting paid for this performance? 

 Learn proper recording techniques prior to the performance. Listen to the recordings 

and determine if you like what you hear.  

 Coordinate having the performance recorded. Audio or video 

 Should refreshments be served to the audience? Can they be? 

 



Performance Day 

 Who is responsible for set up? Program distribution? Welcoming the audience? 

Warming up the group? Where will you store cases and other personal items? 

 Who will be the first person on site to meet with the coordinator? 

 Is the recording equipment set up properly? 

 Perform a Great Concert!!!!! 

 Talk to the audience afterward. 

o What are the questions/ comments being made? 

 

Watch/listen to the performance recording as a group. Determine what you liked and didn’t like 

about the performance. What should you change before your next performance? 

 

 

 

Performance Venue Ideas 

 Churches (What music can and can’t be performed?) 

 Retirement Homes 

 Private Parties 

 Malls (Programs probably not needed, but a poster may help.) 

 Classrooms – Elementary / Middle School / High School 

 Etc… 

 


